PREFACE?

THE more we become convinced that a true knowledge
of the laws which govern the transformation of the
elements of speech in the formation of dialects or deriva-
tive languages can only be obtained from a study of the
physiological laws of the formation of articulate sounds,
the more necessary does it become for the philologist to
be thoroughly acquainted with the structure and func-
tions of the organs of speech. The ordinary anatomical
handbooks are little adapted to this purpose, for much
is there discussed' at length which is of no use to the
philologist, while, on the other hand, points which to
him are of * consjtdejklje importance are only briefly
alluded to; in physiological handbooks, also, only a
short space is in most cases devoted to this subject.

It is, therefore, my object in the present work to
discuss, with special reference to this requirement of
the philologist, the structure and functions of the organs
of speech.